If we aim to understand the relation between Anatolian and Aegean culture, and the position of Luwian culture or Luwic cultures within it, we can hardly avoid taking into account religion, which was a large part of these cultures and also makes up an even larger part of the surviving evidence for them. The aim of this paper is to explore one type of religious practice well attested in both Anatolian and Aegean sources, which can be argued to have a special connection with the Luwian sphere. The religious practice in question is augury or ornithomancy, the practice of divination through observing the movement of birds.
The practice of augury is attested in many different religious traditions and from many periods. Interpretations of bird omens are attested in the Akkadian Šumma Ālu-texts, the earliest examples of which are Old Babylonian (early 2nd millennium BC).1 However, the first records of a systematic augural technique seem to be those from the Hittite archives of later 2nd millennium.2 From the 1st millennium BC we have traces of augury among the Greeks,3 but much more evidence from Roman Italy, perhaps deriving from Etruria.4 In the Middle Ages augury was one of a number of forms of divination of interest to Arabs.5 Over the last century and a half augury has been documented in many pre-industrial societies,6 and a form particularly reminiscent of ancient augury has been documented among the Iban and Berawan peoples of Borneo.7 To some extent, these different traditions show similar features, e.g.: the idea of an augural field or 'templum' within which the augur observes bird movements;8 a distinction, implicit or explicit, between oracles that are deliberately sought out and ones that occur by accident;9 and an interest in the direction of the flight of the birds.10 Such similarities should not be taken as indications that the different traditions are linked: given an underlying belief that the behaviour of birds predicts the future or is a sign of the will of the gods, roughly similar techniques are bound to develop.11 At the same time, it may well be that in some cases the technique of augury, like other ritual practices, move from one culture to another.12
Evidence for bird oracles in the Hittite archives has been studied extensively in recent years, and neither the hypothesis that 'Hittite' augury was Luwian, nor the one that Greek augury may have been influenced by it, is new.13 However, we aim in this paper to put the case for each of these claims on a firmer footing. The paper has three parts: in part 1, we aim to establish that Anatolian augury of the 2nd millennium BC is strongly Luwian in character, and may have originated in the Luwian Arzawa; in part 2, we look at evidence for augury in the Near East, and suggest that a case can be made for influence from the Luwian zone via SE Anatolia; finally, in part 3 we consider augury as reflected in Greek sources from the 1st millennium BC, and suggest that here too, although the evidence is limited, a case can be made for Luwian influence, this time via the West. augury of Borneo and Roman augury; see vol. 2. 51, n. 2 and other notes to c. 15; on vol. 2. 54 they quote the notes of one of them to the effect that having witnessed an animal sacrifice: "I felt as though I had just lived through a book of the Aeneid"; cited by Fahd 1966; Borneo: Freeman 1961 : 157-158, King 1977 : 68, Jensen 1974 10 See below for Anatolian, Greek etc.; for right and left in Bornean augury, see Jensen 1970: 132 ("mimpin" = "right to left", "raup" = "left to right"). 
